
WAC 296-24-62399  Appendix A—Fixed extinguishing systems, gas-
eous agent.  (1) Scope and application. This section applies only to 
those systems which use gaseous agents. The requirements of WAC 
296-24-617 also apply to the gaseous agent systems covered in this 
section.

(2) Design concentrations. Total flooding gaseous systems are 
based on the volume of gas which must be discharged in order to pro-
duce a certain designed concentration of gas in an enclosed area. The 
concentration needed to extinguish a fire depends on several factors 
including the type of fire hazard and the amount of gas expected to 
leak away from the area during discharge. At times it is necessary to 
"super-saturate" a work area to provide for expected leakage from the 
enclosed area. In such cases, employers must assure that the flooded 
area has been ventilated before employees are permitted to reenter the 
work area without protective clothing and respirators.

(3) Toxic decomposition. Certain halogenated hydrocarbons will 
break down or decompose when they are combined with high temperatures 
found in the fire environment. The products of the decomposition can 
include toxic elements or compounds. For example, when Halon 1211 is 
placed into contact with hot metal it will break down and form bromide 
or fluoride fumes. The employer must find out which toxic products may 
result from decomposition of a particular agent from the manufacturer, 
and take the necessary precautions to prevent employee exposure to the 
hazard.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 15-24-100, § 296-24-62399, filed 12/1/15, effective 
1/5/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040 and 49.17.050. WSR 
82-02-003 (Order 81-32), § 296-24-62399, filed 12/24/81.]
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